6 VOTES anso PROCEEDINGS, November, 1796.

the lire éolonel Thorhas C-efap was-émployed by the proprietor of Maryland.to.explorethe couptiy,
aird to' report thie fadts that mizhtlead to a decifion on this fubje@:; but the country then being hitde:
known, and in the pofleffion of favages, itis probable he judged more from appearances, than from
sﬁy‘é&ua\' furvey of-P it; lc reported:in favour ‘of 'the- morth  braach,- aud for fome tiheafter that was
generally fuppofed to: be-the- fitlt fountain of e fiver Pacowmacki Afterwvarde, howevor, 2 dif="
ferent opinion prp\'ai]cd;';ahd: the late proptictors f Nlatyland always climed tho fand, and in fome
iaftances made grants thereof, lying between the norih-and' fbuth branches of that river. At lenjgth
a neeotiation commenced between the proprictor of Maryland, and lord Fairfax, the then proprietot
of that part of Virginia, refpedting this fubject; and by conlent it would: have: betn eftabliihed, that
the firft foontain of Patowmack was at the hiead of the-fouh brainch of that river; i€ the crown of
Great-Hritain ‘had not been interefted in the queftion, and therefure- it becime heteffary to lay the
circumftances then exifting before the king and'council, and to-6Wtain their agprobation and con-
currence before any effeitual regulation could take place ;- and: while- matters-were thus fufpenided,
the revotation commenced, which finally deprived all parties of their intercit in the fubjed: . = 7~
During the war the citi?lcns“o_f‘Virginid%‘egm‘tb-tkke up, and imemedintely after the peace to fet-
tle; the lands between’ the nortlt amd fouth branches of Patowmackj and the whole of that country,
containin 452,480 acres of land, hath ever fincc been, and_ now is, occupicd or claimcd by the
ftate of Virgtnia, or perfons holding under grants iffued by that-ftate.  But if, upon a:full invelli-
tion -of this~ fubjedt, it fhall - be found that the firlt fountain of Patowmack is at the head of the:
okth branch of that sivet, fHll ic is of effential conféquence to this ftate t have the real head oe:
fountzint of that branch of the river fixed and well afcerwined. © Thdre are three fprings, or fmalt
rivulets, gbat unite after running 2 fmall diftance; -and the poflefliohs under the title of this ftaee arx-
at prefent confivied to‘a heridiaa line drawn from the moft fouthern of thofe fprings, and the lands
to the weftward of that megidian ling are taken up and held under gramts iffucd by the ftate of Vir-
inia,’ afthough both the ‘other. fprings extend further to the weftward, and one of them néar.thece
miles. ' Should this Jaft mentioned fpting be deemed the firft fountain from whence a meridian Uhe
is to be drawn for our weltern boundary; it will give o country; in addition to what the ftate now
pofleffes,. of three miles broad amd upwatds of thirty miles in lengthy :
On revicwing thd law of natire and- nations it will be found, that prior occupancy can give 'no
title to Virginia in this inftance; nor any length of time bar the ¢laim of this ftate, if it is other-.
wife well founded—Political ‘laws in this, -and-in moft bihcr countries, regulate this fubjeét among
the citizens of their refpegtive ftates; but it cannot be done between indcpcndi-nt'governmcm'ﬁ' ur-
lefs by treaty.” - i T ’ o :
Shzuld th); legiflatare of this ftate perfift in the with td fettle the bounds of this ftate and Virginia:
in the manner propofed by the tefolve of the laft “feffion, (and which has been delayed by che flate:
of Virginia not having made any appointment o commifliencis for-that purpofe,) it will be neceflary.
to appoint another commiffioner in the place of M. Pinkney, who is now: abient on public bufinefs,
and fame othdr perfon inftead of mylif, as it will not be convenicnt to me to attend further to the

fubjeét. -

I am, with much refped,
* Your very obedicnt fervant,

~ 14th Nov. 1796. ' ‘ " WILLIAM COOKE: -
Endorfed ; - By the fenate, November 17, 1706.: Read and referred to the confideration of the

« houfe of delegates. . .
S ~ « By order, \ A. VAN.HORN, clk.?

Which ‘was read, and referred to Mr. Wilton, Mr. Key and Mr. Buchanan, to confider and
report; thereon. - s : :

And the following meffage ' . o
By tue S EN A T E, Novemser 17, 17906,

GENTLEMEN, e ERSREE | '

WE ‘have appointed William Hammond Darfey, John Sclby Purncll, and John Thomas, Ei-
quites, a committee on the part of the fenate to join the gentlemen appointed by your houfe, to
form a joirit eommittee of boih houfes to compare and examine all bills, from time to time during
the feflion, as foon as they fhall be feverally engroficd. o
AT B By order, ' - A. VAN-HORN; ¢lk:
Which was readi: . : C . IR

Mr, Chapwan, from the:committes, brings ia 2ad delivers to Mr. Speaker the fullowing repiart

THE comiiittee to whom was referred the petition of Anne Dent and Theodore Dent, ‘adinini-
ftrators of Peter Dent, of Charles county, deceafed, report, that they have taken the fame’ under their
confideration, and upon examination of the papers-and- circumftances, are-of opinion’ that the faéts
ftated therein are true, and that a law ought to pals, direfling the juftices of the levy court of Charles
¢ounty to fivake Inquiry mto the circumiftances of the cafe, and {f sproved to the -fatisfalion of the
ﬁid'%uﬂiéés, to levy on the afle{Table property of thie county a fum of mom;‘z' ¢quivalent (o the ac-
tiral 16 & tobacco fiiftained, for'the ufe” of the reprefentatives of the faid Peter Dent. Al which
is fobitiitted'to the honfe. u ' L L

By ofder, - §. LUCKETT, clk.- -

2 Wﬁhﬂ‘;v&srad the firlt and fetond time, coneurred with; ‘and leave given to bring in a bill pur-
feant chieredo.” € ibmﬁp{-‘f"‘!"ﬁaf‘m. ‘Chapman, ‘Mr. Digges and-Mr. Baker, be a commitiee t0
v Mr. Chapman,



